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SIDEWALK PULPIT 


Requests are pouring in for the 
use of the Wells cartoons printed in 
poster form. Do you have access to 
a bulletin board, in a church or else- 
where, where hundreds of people pass 
daily, where a forceful Christian mes- 
sage can witness constantly to the 
fundamental truths today’s world so 
desperately needs? The Sidewalk Pul- 
pit posters will do the job. 


Write us for detailed information. 











Women and Whiskey 


The liquor industry is gunning for wo- 
men. It’s advertising and promotional cam- 
paigns are being especially directed toward 
convincing American women that drinking 
is the popular, smart social custom. We 
have already reported to you (Between the 
Lines, October 11, 1943) that Mrs. Helen 
Sprackling, director of the Women’s Divi- 
sion of the Allied Liquor Interests, has 
launched a program to make drinking fash- 
ionable. Mrs. Sprackling, installed in hand- 
some offices, has a corps of assistants to help 
promote the serving of liquor as an essential 
part of friendly gatherings and as a required 
gesture on the part of all who wish to be 
considered gracious, cultured hostesses. 


Women Alcoholics Meanwhile, another 
woman is also making women drinkers her 
particular interest. Her attitude, however, 
is more challenging. She is trying to reach 
women alcoholics, the number of whom is 
greatly increasing under the tensions and 
loneliness of war-time living. We do not 
know the name of this young woman; she 
is a member of Alcoholics Anonymous 
(Between the Lines, October 11, 1943), an 
organization which, through mutual assist- 
ance and dependence upon divine guidance, 
has helped more than 10,000 sodden drunks 
back to sanity and normal usefulness. This 
woman representative of Alcoholics Anony- 
mous—who knows—said: 


“Tf only women alcoholics could under- 
stand how anonymous we are, they would 
not be afraid to come to the A. A. club and 
get acquainted with us. Women are afraid 
to have anybody know that they have be- 
come alcoholics. But there are a large num- 
ber of them who are suffering from alcoho- 
lic obsession. 


“Hflousewives can get away with it better 
than can the women who work outside the 
home. They can stay in their rooms and 
say that they are sick. Finally, of course, 
they arrive at a stage where they can no 
longer conceal the fact that they are really 
alcoholics. 


“Tt is harder for women to admit it be- 
cause women alcoholics are still considered 
worse than men. But if we could only get 


(Continued on next page) 


WAR S MASS INSANITY. Men do and say things every day that, during periods 
of peaceful living, would cause them to be confined for safe keeping. The mark of the 
Christian in hours like these is that he does not partake of this insanity but continues 
to govern his life by the eternal laws that have always characterized normal, sane, 
intelligent living. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Post-war The Baruch plan for war-to-peace conversion is being recognized as a plan 
that will play into the hands of America’s largest, most powerful industrial interests. 
Will Clayton, who heads up the Baruch plan, is the world’s biggest cotton broker and 
is shaping the reconversion blueprints to the taste of the great steel, oil and chemical 
monopolies (like Du Pont) and the huge land syndicates. Veterans, the common people 
and true American free enterprise are going to get an awful licking unless the trend 
is changed. Later on this question may send mobs rioting down your street. 
Atlantic Charter The average American has not been allowed to know that Churchill 
came out flat-footed—in his eloquent, charming manner—against the Atlantic Charter. 
He says it doesn’t apply to Germany, to the Russian frontier, to India or to any part 
of Asia where the British, Dutch and French imperialists are planning to get back their 
colonies and miss as few dividends as possible. This means that the Atlantic Charter 
doesn’t apply any place where men want freedom and are hungry and oppressed. 
Look for a new meeting of Roosevelt and Churchill to set-up a revised, “more prac- 
tical and statesmanlike interpretation of the Charter” which, according to reports from 
London, will aim at redrawing the post-war plan to match as nearly as possible the 
pre-war pattern. ... All the suffering, fighting, paying taxes to restore the same world 
that created Mussolini, Bolshevism, Hitler and the rest? 
Christian Hope and Christian Warning Christian people are becoming awakened 
to these betrayals of the common man, and a storm is gathering—a storm of protest 
and action which, we predict, will be felt strongly in a few months. For instance, the 
Federal Council of Churches, caught in the grip of cross interests and under the pres- 
sure of various denominational boards with large financial investments, has been forced 
to voice only timid, watered-down warnings in the past. 


But lately Council spokesmen have been sounding a note of alarm that, unless the 
mass Christian conscience arises to lay hold on the trend of current statesmanship which 
is devoting itself to political and economic opportunism, we will find a hurricane of 
violent disillusionment after the war sweeping everything sacred before it. The same 
courage and prophetic warnings are beginning to appear in many other centers of 
Christendom. 

There is power in the Christian heart. 


There is power in the voice of the church. 
That power can be, must be, will be felt. 


Obliteration Bombing 


As we stated in the last issue, the American people have not been permitted to know 
the facts concerning the bombing of European cities and the resulting slaughter of hun- 
dreds of thousands of helpless women and children, exceeding in unrestrained savagery 
and barbarism by a thousand fold the deeds of the Nazis themselves. Here are snatches 
from suppressed reports that have been released by various authentic organizations with 
underground connections in Germany and Nazi-dominated areas: 


“Within an hour the asphalt pavements were burning from the new type incendiaries. 
Children, breaking out of their hideouts where their parents sought to hold them, were 
seen to dash into the flames in frenzied fear, followed by the hysterical mothers, all 
to be fried to a crisp before our eyes. Hundreds perished in that manner in such heart- 
breaking scenes as to leave the minds of those who witnessed it forever dazed and 
dulled by trying to endure and comprehend the impossible.” 

“We passed whole streets, squares and even districts . . . that had been razed. Every- 
where were charred corpses, and injured people had been left unattended. We will 
remember those streets as long as we live. Charred adult corpses had shrunk to the 
size of children. Women were wandering about half crazy. Mothers threw their 
children into the canals so that they might not be caught in the flames. That night 
the largest workers’ district of the city was wiped out.” 

Before going on we must remember that official figures, which a well-informed source 
declares have been accepted as accurate by the British, show 1,200,000 identifiable civilian 
dead in the raids on German cities, besides tens of thousands of charred, unidentified 
corpses. (Britain has lost through bombing, in the whole war, 55,000 civilian dead.) 

Hamburg alone lost more than 58,000 dead in the concentrated raids of last summer, 
and since then our bombs have become much larger and our technique of attack much 
more “efficient.” 


One of our “improvements” has been a bomb technique which will not only destroy 
the average building but will also wipe out the most effectively built raid shelters. _At 
least 5,000 people died in one hour during a recent attack on Berlin. They were chiefly 


(Continued on next page) 
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Arabian Pipe Line Set-Up 


The American people who know have been asking why our na- 
tion launches into an oil development program in the heart of the 
world’s most dangerous, war-breeding, imperialistic area of the Near 
East when South and Central America, Alaska and Canada offer vast 
undeveloped petroleum resources? 

Here are the answers which are gradually seeping out: 

1. British oil imperialists suddenly discovered that their long- 
treasured hoard is right under the nose of the newly-recognized Rus- 
sian giant. Smart London strategy plans to share its resources with 
American imperialists in return for American military protection. 

2. While London and Washington officialdom shouted itself 
hoarse denying that clever British strategy has so engineered the 
war that American oil was used while nearby British oil was spared, 
the facts are that this exposure, brought to public attention by Ameri- 
can Senators, was a genuine one and a quick cover-up had to be 
effected. This cover- up fitted in beautifully with the new appraisal 
current among London oil moguls regarding Russia. 

3. The whole project reeks with big business manipulation be- 
hind the scenes while the common people fight the war and pay for 
it. The Army and Navy Petroleum Board and the Petroleum Ad- 
ministration for War, which put over the deal, embrace the following 
set-up as exposed recently by Harry Paxton Howard in The Pro- 
gressive: 

“The executive officer of the ANPB is Commodore Andrew Car- 
ter of the Shell Oil Company; with him is associated Gen. Pyron 
of the Chief Oil Company. Ickes’ Deputy Administrator in the 
PAW is Ralph Davies of Standard Oil of California, who receives 
a salary from the Government as well as one ($47,000 yearly) from 
Standard Oil. The head of the PAW’s Foreign Oil Division was, 
until December, James Terry Duce of the California-Arabia Stand- 
ard Oil Company, who returned to it after leaving PAW. 

“The oil men are high in the State Department also. Its Petro- 
leum Adviser was until recently—during the period of ‘negotiations’ 
—Max Thornberg of the Bahrein Petroleum Company, a subsidiary 
of Standard Oil of California and owning a considerable part of the 
Saudi Arabian oil field. Mr. Thornberg has now been replaced by 
Charles Ranier, long the representative of Socony-Vacuum in India 
and the Orient. 

“The Oil Division of the Foreign Economics Administration was 
headed by Victor Barry of the Socony-Vacuum Company, long in 
charge of the company’s Near Eastern marketing. It is most signi- 
ficant that the three men heading the Foreign Oil Division of the 
PAW, the Oil Division of the FEA, and the Oil Division of the 
State Department, were directly associated with the companies that 
stand enormously to profit from the proposed pipe line. When the 
pipe line agreement was complete, they went back to their respective 
companies. The decisions of public policy they had made for the 
United States Government with respect to oil were very advantageous 
to those companies. 

“Whom did the Petroleum Reserve Corporation employ in the 
specially responsible position of its appraiser in connection with the 
pipe line? Dr. E. De Golyer, long prominent among the major oil 
companies, long close to British oil interests, long employed by the 
companies interested in the Arabian field—Standard Oil of California, 
the Texas Company, and the Gulf Oil Company employed him as 
the appraiser of their oil properties in Saudi Arabia, from which 
work he went direct into the employ of the Petroleum Reserve Cor- 
poration.” 
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You may depend on one thing: All this high-handed big business 
connivance behind the scenes means that the oil situation will be 
one of the most difficult obstructions to peace we will have to face 
in the post-war world. 


Mr. Grew vs Hate Mongers 


American Christians are greatly indebted during these hysterical 
war years to former Ambassador Joseph C. Grew for his clear- 
visioned fearless thinking and his forthright statements regarding 
the Japanese. Mr. Grew has steadfastly refused to lose his sense 
of perspective and proportion or his courage in emphasizing again 
and again the fact that the Japanese military is in no way representa- 
tive of Japanese people generally. 

Mr. Grew’s comments, which appeared in the New York Times 
shortly after the release of the “March of Death” atrocity stories, 
were perhaps swallowed up by the flaring headlines. However, his 
words are worth studying: 

“T cannot imagine any American not being terribly and profound- 
ly churned up inside since these revelations [of the atrocities] be- 
came known,” he said. “Neither you nor I can express our reaction 
in words. I have used the words ‘fiery rage’ but my feeling is far 
too deep to try to express in language. My anger against those 
responsible for those dastardly acts is inexpressible.” 

Then, out of his wide experience with both Japanese diplomats 
and the ordinary people of Japan, the former Tokyo Ambassador 
said: 

“|. . we must realize that the Japanese public will not be al- 
lowed to know the facts through their own authorities or controlled 
radio or press, and they will have no opportunity to learn the facts 
from abroad, since they are allowed no short-wave radio sets and 
no access to foreign newspapers. 

“T remember many talks with prominent Japanese before Pearl 
Harbor, even with members of the Imperial Diet, who knew nothing 
about the rape of Nanking or the insensate cruelties and indiscrimi- 
nate bombing of undefended Chinese towns and villages and of our 
religious missions in China, or the indignities purposely inflicted on 
Americ an citizens by the Japanese military. 

. . . I doubt whether the perpetrators will have any feeling 
whatever of repentance. But others, including perhaps some of the 
highest leaders, may and probably will feel a sense of shame or, at 
the very least, a desire to offset in the future this record of bar- 
barism.” 

Mr. Grew also explained that the Japanese Red Cross is an ex- 
tremely efficient organization, “composed of the best and highest- 
minded elements in the country,” and he expressed the opinion that 
they failed to help American war prisoners only because they were 
not allowed to do so. 

“The Japanese people as a whole,” said Mr. Grew, “would, if they 
knew the facts, be utterly ashamed. They showed this sense of 
shame in a spontaneous and nation-wide demonstration when their 
military fliers sank our ship the Panay in 1937.” 

The testimony of this man, spoken from his knowledge and un- 
derstanding of the Japanese, is a much-needed antidote to the frenzied 
mouthings of many of our propagandists. His message is one that 
Christians can willingly and patriotically endorse. For blind hatred 
of a whole people can lose us the most important thing in the con- 
flict—the peace. 





